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October 30, 1986

Mr. Monty Grau
General Manager
KOMO-TV
100 Fourth Avenue North
Seattlen t.lA 98109
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OFFICE OF DIREç'Tç}R
SEATTLE.KING COUN]'Y DEPAR'i fuIEN

OF FUBLIC HEALTH

Dear Mr. Grau:

¡¡e wr.ite to express our concern over the decision of KIR0'Telev'isìon to not air
iñ. pr¡iið-sãrvii. announcement supporting AIDS_risk reduct'ion in homosexual

men.' This spot was produced by the'Northwest AIDS Foundatìon with funding from

iñã-S.u[¡e-king Cori,ty Department of Public Hea]th and the U.S. Centers for'
Djsease Control. ft piesents'its message'in a sens'itive and'inoffensjve manner'

ãnã-re-believe it couid contribute'impoitantly to reducing tle spread 9f tlg
AIDS virus in ¡¡estern ¡¡ashington. Although the message_!s directed primarìly
toward gay men,-iñã tenãrat óopulation (ìñcluding vgyi listeners) is increasingly
ui iisk] än¿ ii is iñ tfre inte'rest of all citizens that th'is epidemic be

curtaì I ed.

¡¡e urge you to recons'ider the decìsìon. The ìmportance of AIDS for society in
ôãnãtål äóntiñues to be underest'imated. The hìstorical and socìal significance
õi nfOS equa'ls or exceeds those of al'l thg great epidem'ics. of .the past 1'00

V.uii, iñiluding tuberculosis and poìio; it-far outranks the importance.of
[ãgióñnuiieis ¿ísease, tox'ic shock' syndrome, and other recent epidemic.diseases.
Wã-urg. KoMo to becomé actively ìnvoived in the control of this epìdem'ic.

l.le are ava'ilable to dìscuss these ìssues with you at your conven'ience.

"'ffi;,il-{ ttu¿
Robert IrJ. Wood, M.D.
D'irector, Ai ds Proiect
Assocì ate Prof . of Med'ic'ine
Uni versi ty of l,lashington

H. Hunter Handsfield, M

Director, STD Control Program
Assoc'iate Prof. of Medicine
Unì vers'i ty of l,Jashi ngton

cc: Bud Ni cola, M. D. , Di rector of Publ 'ic Heal th
Robert Rohãn, Président, Northwest AIDS Foundatìon

L. KOMO (PMlO)
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public Salety Buitding flo Third Avenue (at James Street) Seattle, Washington (2{)6) 547'46(l(l
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Mr. Glenn Wright
General Manager
KIRO-TV
2807 Third Avenue
Seattle, t,JA 98121
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Director, Aids
Associate Prof
University of

' M.D.
Project
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Washington
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Dear Mr. blright:

We writg to express our concern over the decisjon of KIRO Television to not airthe public service announcement supporting AIDS risk reductioñ in homosexual
Tgn. This spot was produced by the Northwest AIDS Foundation with iuñ¿i;t-irotthe Seatt'le-King County Department of Public Health and the U.i. Centers for
Disease Control] It pieseirts iis message in á-sensitive and inoffensive manner,
and we believe it could contribute 'impoitantly to reducing it,e ip;ã;ã o¡ îh;"-''
AIDS virus in Western l.lashjngton. Although_tire message ií oiiectea primariiy
toward. gay Te!r lh..general population (iñcluding youi listeners) .is'inðieasingty
at ri!!' and it is in the interest of a'll citizeñs that thii ãpidemic becurtai led. -r

We urge you to reconsider the decision. The'importance of AIDS for soc.iety ìngqneral continues to be underestimated. The hiitorical and social si!ñiiiËunð.of AIDS.eqyaìs or exceeds those gf a]l the great epidàmiðs-oi-it'. pasi 100years, incì yd'ilg tuberculosis and po'lio; it-far ouiranks the importance ofLegionna'ire's disease, tox'ic shock'syndiome, and other recent eþidemic diseases.
We urge KIRO to become activeìy invoived in the control of this epidem.ic.

lrJe are available to discuss these issues with you at your convenience.

S'incere'ly,

,1,,^Å {,{.'-,*
H. Hunter Handsfieid, M.
Director, STD Control pr
Associate Prof. of Medic
University of Washington

cc: Bud Nico'la, M.D. , Director of publ ic Health
Robert Rohan, President, Northwest AIDS Foundation

L.KIRO(PM1O)

Public Salety Building 6r.0 Third Avenue (ar James sûeet) seattle, washington (2,o€,) 5¡a7-4ø¡oo
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Ctrarles Roye4Mayor Tim Hill, ExecutÍve

Seattle-Iüng County Deparhnent of Public Health
Bud Nicola, M.D., M.H.S.A., Dírector

0ctober 30, 1986

Mr. Sturgìs Dorrance
Vice Pres'ident & General Manager
KING 5 Telev'ision
P.0. Box 24525
Seattle, l.lA 98L24

Robert l,l. ldood, M.D.
D'irector, Aids Proiect
Associate Prof. of Medicine
Unì versj ty of lrJashington

EGEIVE
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OFFICE OË üIRËCTOR
SEATTLE.KING COUNTY DEPARTMÉNI

OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Dear Mr. Dorrance:

tJe are taking th'is opportunjty to thank KING Television for its decision to run

the Northwesi RIDS Foundation public serv'ice announcement on AIDS risk reduc-
t.ion. KING has led the local älectronic media in its contribut'ion to control of
both the AIDS epidemic and the resultìng public hysteria, ìargely through your

iuperU documentäry of one year ago. t¡e are gratefuì for your cont'inued
leadership in th'is area.

l|le would apprecìate your ìns'ight as to how we might lltluence your major
.õrpeiitors, KIRS-TV-and KSMgITV, to air the PSA. Alternatìvely, if you have

proiessionaÍ contact with your counterparts at.those stations, v'le and the
illorthwest AIDS Foundation would greatly apprec'iate any influence you can bring
to bear on them.

Thank you once aga'in for your valuable contributions to the control of AIDS.

S i nEetely,

(àw,,q {,{"-,¿
H. Hunter Handsfield, M.

Director, STD Control Program
Assocìate Prof. of Med'icine
Univers'i ty of l,lashi ngton

cc: Anseì Payne, President, KING Broadcasting
Bud Nìcola, M.D., Director of Publìc Health
Robert Rohán, President, Northwest AIDS Foundatìon

L.KING(PMlO)
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public Saiety Building 610 Third Avenue (at James Sbeet) Seattle, Washington (2'(16) 5a7-46o0


